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Personal Schedule

Event Day/Time

Corporate
Site Visit
Thursday

3/31 - 8-11am

Location: _______________________________________________________________________________

Be in Hotel Lobby at: ___________________________________________________________

Networking
Dinner

Thursday
3/31 - 5:30pm

Dinner Choice: _____________________________________________________________________

Rotation A: ___________________________________________________________________________

Rotation B: ___________________________________________________________________________

Rotation C: ___________________________________________________________________________

Deliberation
Friday
3/27

Lunch: __________________________________________________________________________________

Dinner: _________________________________________________________________________________

Awards
Banquet
Saturday

4/2 - 6:00pm

Be in Hotel Lobby at 5:30pm



Event Schedule

SCHEDULE
Day Time Activity Location Dress Code Transportation
Wednesday, March 30

2-5:00pm Check-In Commons Hotel Lobby
5-7:30pm Welcome Dinner Commons Hotel Pinnacle Ballroom Casual
9:00pm Social Hour Sally’s Saloon Casual

Thursday, March 31
8-12:00pm Corporate Site Visit 3M or General Mills Headquarters Business Casual Bus provided by CoMIS

1-5:00pm Explore Minneapolis Mall of America, Minnehaha Falls 
and Surley Brewing Company Casual Bus provided by CoMIS

5:00pm Networking Dinner TCF Bank Stadium Indoor Club Room Business Professional Walk

Friday, April 1
8-10:00am Case and Breakfast Delivery Commons Hotel Casual
All Day Presentation Submission Commons Hotel Casual
12:00pm Lunch Delivered Commons Hotel Casual
5:00pm Dinner Delivered Commons Hotel Casual

Saturday, April 2
8-10:00am Case Presentation Submission

Carlson School of Management Business Professional

All morning Breakfast - Isles Buns and Coffee
8:50-11:20am First Round Case Presentation
11:30am Lunch
12:00-1:00pm Lightning Round
1:15-5:00pm Final Round Case Presentation
6:00pm Awards Banquet Windows on Minnesota Business Professional Bus provided by CoMIS

Carlson School of Management
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Explore University of Minnesota

Housed in a striking stainless steel and 
brick building designed by architect Frank 
Gehry, the Weisman Art Museum offers an 
educational and friendly museum experience. 
The museum’s collection features early 
twentieth-century American artists, such as 
Georgia O’Keeffe and Marsden Hartley, as 
well as a diverse selection of ceramics and 
contemporary art. A teaching museum for the 
University of Minnesota and the community, 
the Weisman provides a fresh, engaging arts 
experience through an array of programs and 
a changing schedule of exhibitions. There’s 
always something interesting to see and do at 
WAM.

Weisman Art Museum

After just opening in May 2015, this is already 
a new favorite hangout for UMN students. 
This bar features: a daily happy hour from 
3-6PM & 10PM - Midnight with $2 Rail Drinks 
and Domestic beers, as well as half off select 
appetizers. For daily specials they have $3 
Burgers on Wednesday, $5 Bucket of Wings 
on Thursday from 5PM - Midnight!

Sally’s Saloon

Probably the most classic of dinner locations 
in Dinkytown USA, Annie’s Malt Shoppe is a 
sure bet for a sweet time in Minnesota! They 
are best known for their delicious malts and 
huge orders of french fries to compliment 
them. They also serve burgers, sandwiches 
and other diner foods. It is located in the 
heart of Dinkytown and is a great way to get 
to know our community.

Annie’s Parlour



Explore Minneapolis

Mall of America is the nation’s largest 
shopping and entertainment destination 
featuring over 520 stores, 50 restaurants and 
the largest indoor Nickelodeon theme park- 
Nickelodeon Universe, SEA LIFE Minnesota 
Aquarium, The LEGO store, American Girl 
Store, Theatres at Mall of America and 
Moose Mountain Adventure Golf are also 
fun-filled attractions available to our guests. 
Plus there’s no sales tax on clothing or shoes!

Mall of America

Surly’s is a local favorite in the art of craft 
brewery, and they operate with a special level 
of sass that makes them fun all around.On a 
tour of the Surly brewery in Minneapolis , an 
awesome tour guide will show you where and 
how the beer is made, tell some stories about 
how Surly began, and then they’ll kick you out 
so they can go back to brewing beer.

Surly Brewing Company

The park contains four outdoor picnic sites 
and a picnic shelter with cooking and re-
stroom facilities. Paved trails offer visitors the 
opportunity to see the park on bike or foot. 
Visitors can also walk along the Minnehaha 
Creek and follow it as it makes its way to the 
Mississippi River. If it is nice out (basically 
anything above 60*) it would be a great place 
to see lots of Minnesotans out and about!

Minnehaha Falls



Getting Around

(Also available on ‘U Minnesota’ app)

Annie’s
Parlour

Weisman 
Art Museum

Annie’s
Parlour

Surly
Brewing Co.

Mall of
America

Minnehaha 
Falls
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Deliberation Guidelines

•  Teams will be allowed 3 members to participate in the deliberation and presentation of the 
case. No alternate will be allowed to participate after the case is handed out in the beginning 
of deliberation. No contact with coaches/alternates/or anyone outside of your direct team and 
the CoMIS Organizing Committee will be allowed during deliberation.

•  Teams will receive three copies of the case (one for each team member) on the morning of the 
deliberation date. The presentation slides must be uploaded via the online submission form 
(details will be provided with case) exactly 24 hours after receiving the case. The intermittent 
time is known as the deliberation period.

•  Competition staff will escort teams from the hotel to the Carlson School exactly 24 hours after 
they receive the case.  Teams will begin their presentations in the Carlson School exactly 40 
minutes after being picked up. [To Clarify, the true presentation time will be 24 hours and 40 
minutes after initially receiving the case]

•  Participants are responsible for bringing their own equipment (laptops, USB flash drives, note 
paper, writing utensils). If for some reason a laptop stops working during the competition, the 
CoMIS Student Committee will have University Loaner laptops for use. 

•  A maximum of three laptops or tablets is allowed per team. Wireless internet access is 
provided, but participants are free to bring networking equipment. Failure of networking 
equipment is the responsibility of the team. 

•  Cell phones will remain with the team, but must be turned off and placed visibly on the hotel 
room table during the entirety of the deliberation period. Failure to do so is grounds for 
disqualification.

•  The following table is a non-exhaustive list of devices, software, and tools that are and are not 
allowed.

Acceptable Not Acceptable
Laptops
Tablets (iPad, Kindle Fire, Surface, Nexus etc.) 
Projectors
Monitors
Routers and networking equipment
Pre-printed resources and articles
Presentation Remote

Cell phones (remain in hotel room, visible, off)
Cameras
Scanners
Printers
Skype / webcams
Instant messaging
Password-protected online resources/portal

•  Team members will be allowed two conjoining or adjacent rooms for the deliberation period 
for sleeping. If the team is not all together in one of the hotel rooms, the team cannot work 
on the case. The only time the team can be in both rooms at the same time is to sleep or get 
ready in the morning.

•  Food will be delivered to the room during designated meal times. Participants should not 
leave their hotel room during deliberation unless with a member of the CoMIS Organizing 
Committee or with a member of the Organizing Committee’s permission. There will be random 
room checks throughout the deliberation period.

•  Each team’s hotel room door will need to be unlocked and propped open during deliberation.  
When teams choose to sleep, the door may be closed and locked, but all lights must be turned 
off.  Teams may not work on the case while the door is closed and/or locked.



•  Teams may access social media for means of research (blogs, Facebook, Twitter, message 
boards, etc.) and email for means of intra-team communication during the deliberation period, 
but may not communicate with anyone outside of the team via any media. Neither physical nor 
electronic communication is allowed with anyone other than the team members themselves 
and the CoMIS organizing team. Faculty advisors / coaches / observers are strictly prohibited 
from assisting the team. 

•  Each participant will be required to sign a “Competition Integrity” form prior to receiving the 
case.  This will include agreeing to allow the CoMIS organizing team to monitor all network 
activity during the deliberation period.

•  For any enquiries during the 24-hour deliberation period, please contact the committee 
members at hotel at 507.261.0752 with the room telephone.

Presentation Guidelines
•  Each team will need to be ready to leave their hotel room and upload their presentation 

materials via the online submission form exactly 24 hours after receiving the case. The team will 
then have 40 minutes until their presentation consisting of travelling time, washroom break etc. 
Teams will not have access to their presentation materials during these 40 minutes.

•  Presentations are required to be done using Microsoft PowerPoint, the year does not matter. 
However, University computers with which teams will present use PowerPoint 2013 on a 
Windows PC. Format for the presentation rooms will be 4:3 ratio projectors. Exact file type 
does not matter as long as it works with these computers.

•  Presentations are limited to 20 minutes in length. Time warnings at 10, 5 and 1 min(s) before end 
of presentation will be provided. Presentations will be stopped at 20 minutes sharply. 

•  The Question & Answer section is limited to 10 minutes in length. Time warnings will be 
provided at 5 and 1 min(s) before end of the section. Q&A will be stopped at 10 minutes 
sharply. 

•  Teams are forbidden from identifying the school they represent during presentations 
(including: verbally, logos / school colors on presentation, or team name). Teams will register a 
“team name” by which the competition staff will identify them. 

•  Teams may not provide the judges with any materials, nor bring or use external materials or 
props during presentations, with the only exception being the usage of a clicker.

•  At the Thursday night Networking Dinner, presentation times and competition flights will be 
selected by random draw.

•  Once the finalist and lightning round teams have been announced on Saturday before the 
lunch break, team representatives will randomly choose the order of final round presentations.  

•  Teams selected to the final round will not be able to alter their presentation nor will they be 
allowed to communicate with judges/coaches/observers until the conclusion of all final round 
presentations.

•  After the end of the presentation session, participating teams are required to stay in the 
designated holding room in Hanson Hall and may not have contact with judges/coaches/
observers until the end of all first-round presentations. Teams are not allowed to watch other 
first round presentations.

•  Teams may not be in contact with any judge/ coach/ observer until they have been formally 
eliminated from future rounds of the competition.



Competition Guidelines
•  The first placing team from each first round room automatically earns a place in final round
•  The second placing team from each first round room is put into an intermediate “Lightning” 

round
o In the lightning round, all teams will stand in the front of the room at once
o Judges will ask a question pertaining to the case and give teams 2 minutes to deliberate
o  Teams will give their response (with a 2 minute time limit), going in a different order each 

time a question is asked, to ensure each team has the opportunity to go first, and to go 
last.

o The top placing team from the lightning round will earn the final spot in the final round
•  The final round format will be similar to the first round format (20 minute presentation, 10 

minute question and answer)



Frequently Asked Questions

GENERAL: 
Q:  What is the impact of a rule violation? What should I do if I see another team breaking 

rules or displaying unsportsmanlike conduct?
A: Contact CoMIS committee with details – general honor code principles hold.

Q: Can I have access to past cases? 
A: Yes, we are sending them to all teams. 

DELIBERATION: 
Q: Will more time be allocated in the case of technical difficultites?
A: No time extensions given. Be sure to have a contingency plan!

Q: Can I bring premade models/slides?
A: Yes, but they cannot show any reference to your university.

Q: Can we use password protected websites?
A:  Yes. Every school has a different set of freely-available and password-protected sites, 

making it difficult to enforce any limitations fairly. In addition, this event is part of our 
academic programs, and we want to encourage teams to reference academic (library and 
journal) material.

Q: Can I use an electronic translator during deliberation? 
A: Yes

Q: Can I make calls on the hotel phone? 
A:  Team members are allowed to call CoMIS organizing committee members only. No other 

calls are allowed.

PRESENTATION:  
Q: How will time warnings be signaled?
A: There will be a timer in the room holding up cards

Q:  Can we huddle during Q&A?
A: Yes, but be aware of how the judges will perceive excessive huddling!

Q: Can we use outside media (For example, YouTube videos) that we did not make?
A: Yes, as long as you cite your source and take responsibility for any technical risk.

Q:  Can I use Prezi/other presenation tools?
A:  No, presentations will be done in PowerPoint. You will be presenting on PowerPoint 

2010 (we recommend .pptx or .ppt).

Q: Can I present on my Mac or PC Laptop?
A: No, you will be presenting on the podium PC.

Q: Does everyone have to present?
A: No, but be aware that a non-presenter may make a poor impression on the judges.



Q: What happens if we end our presentation early - will we have more Q&A time?
A: Yes, but your total time will not exceed 30 minutes.

Q: Can coaches watch?
A: Yes, but they cannot communicate with teams or judges in the room.

Q: If a team drops, will pools remain the same?
A: Generally yes, unless we need to move a team to keep the pool sizes relatively equal.

JUDGES:  
Q:  Are judges allowed to re-score teams that they have already seen based on a later 

presentation?
A: Yes, this is a competition, so comparing teams is important!

Q: Can students introduce themselves to judges?
A: Yes, they may briefly greet judges as you enter or exit the room.

Q: Will the judges have read the case?
A: We instruct the judges to read the case.

Q: Who are the judges? How many will there be?
A: Judges are from our corporate sponsors, approximately 3-5 per room.

FINALS:  
Q: What happens in the event of a tie in prelims?
A: Judges must choose one team from their room to send to the finals.

Q: Say we advance to finals, can we change our presentation?
A:  Yes, you can practice and improve your verbal presentation. However, no changes can 

be made to the PowerPoint presentation.

Q: Will prelim scores feed into final scores?
A: No

Q: Who are the Final round judges?
A: Judges are from our case sponsor.

Q: How many are there?
A: Approximately 3-5

Q: Can coaches talk to their teams before finals?
A: No

Q: Will final judges be using the same rubric as first round judges?
A: Yes

Frequently Asked Questions, continued
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Letter from Carlson’s IDSC Department

Dear CoMIS Participants, 

On behalf of the department of Information and Decision Sciences and 
MIS program at the Carlson School of Management, it is my great plea-
sure to welcome you to the Twin Cities.  CoMIS is the premier annual 
undergraduate MIS case competition in the United States, and we hope 
to continue this tradition in the future.  Our organizing team has put 
together an exciting program that mixes education, networking, and fun 
with the competition.  I hope that all of you enjoy your time in our beau-
tiful and vibrant city and that your trip will have some fond memories of 
the people you meet here along with the challenge the case competition 
throws at you.  

The inception of the idea for this case competition came from our undergraduate MIS majors.  
In particular, the case competition would not be feasible without the energy and dedication of 
Matt Blumburg, Kevin Huang, Kaitlin Klaustermeier and Jessica Sun, who have organized the first 
CoMIS in 2012 with relatively little organizational support.  This year’s team of Kristen Resman, 
Mark Huebsch, Bach Nguyen, Britta Mathiowetz, Hanna Miyamoto, Sam Bagley, Olivia Kinney, 
Riti Khandelwal, and Sam Marlow have put an equal amount of energy and dedication in orga-
nizing this year’s event.  The energy of these students is infectious, and a great number of other 
corporate partners and faculty members have made significant contribution to make this com-
petition feasible. 

In particular, I would like to thank Professor Ravi Bapna, Professor Norm Chervany, Professor 
Svjetlana Madzar, as well as SOBACO’s Lee Thomas, who spent their valuable time to write a 
unique case for the competition.  Due to obvious reasons, at this point I cannot name the cor-
porate partners who provided access to their organization for the case, but their support is as 
invaluable in making this endeavor as any of our efforts. 

I would also like to thank the CoMIS steering committee members Tim Boos, Corrie Fiedler, 
Alex Carlon, and Mary Texer for providing guidance and support as well as Donna Sarppo (and 
MIS Research Center) for lending us her organizational expertise in making all the arrangements.  
Finally, big thanks to all the sponsors for making this endeavor financially feasible on a fairly 
short notice and to Tim Olson for his fundraising efforts. 

I hope that all of you enjoy your stay here, make a lot of good friends, and sow the seeds of a 
lifelong professional network.  I look forward to meeting you all, and best wishes for the compe-
tition!

With warm regards, 
Gedas Adomavicius 
Professor and Department Chair 
Information and Decision Sciences



Letter from CoMIS Chair

Dear CoMIS 2016 Participants and Coaches, 
 
It is my pleasure to welcome you to the Carlson School and the fifth 
annual CoMIS Case Competition! Building off of the success in our 
first four years, I know CoMIS 2016 will be an amazing experience for 
everyone involved. The planning committee has been working hard this 
year to rebrand CoMIS create a new competition structure. For me, it 
has been very rewarding to see a year’s worth of work culminate into one 
engaging week. I hope all of you leave Minneapolis with lasting memories. 
 
CoMIS 2016 would not be possible without the help of the Information and Decision Sciences 
Department: Professor and Department Chair Gedas Adomavicius, Senior Lecturer Corrie 
Fiedler, Senior Lecturer Tim Olson, and Donna Sarppo. I would also like to thank our generous 
sponsors, 3M, General Mills, Medtronic, Optum, Target, Travelers, MIS Quarterly and BlueCross 
BlueShield MN, for their continuous support in making CoMIS 2016 a reality.  In addition, I want 
to thank my dedicated student committee for the long hours they have contributed this past 
year: Mark Huebsch, Bach Nguyen, Britta Mathiowetz, Hanna Miyamoto, Sam Bagley, Olivia 
Kinney, Riti Khandelwal, and Sam Marlow. The success of CoMIS would not be possible without 
all of you. Finally, I would like to thank our corporate steering committee: Alex Carlon from 
Deloitte, Tim Boos from Medtronic, and Mary Texer from BlueCross BlueShield MN. 

After a year of planning, we are so excited for the opportunity to meet all of you this week! It 
is our goal for you to remember your CoMIS experience and leave with new friends, inspiring 
connections, and an unforgettable case endeavor. 
 
Best of luck in the competition! 
 
Sincerely,
Kristen Resman
Chair, CoMIS Student Committee



Organizing Committee

Welcome to CoMIS 2016! We in the planning committee have 
been working hard for months to create the greatest CoMIS 
conference yet. We look forward to meeting you, showing you 
around Minneapolis and supporting you in competition in the 
upcoming days. Here is a little bit about us:

Hi, I’m Kristen, the Chair of CoMIS 2016! I am currently a junior 
at the Carlson School with a major in Finance and minor in 
Entrepreneurial Management. This summer, I am looking forward 
to having a management consulting internship in Chicago, IL. 
My favorite memory of CoMIS is getting involved last year and 
becoming good friends with the student committee. This year, I’m 
looking forward to launching our re-brand of CoMIS! Aside from 
school and CoMIS, I enjoy running outside, spending time with 
family and friends, cooking, and traveling to the mountains. My 
business role model is Angela Ahrendts, former CEO of Burberry 
and currently Senior Vice President of Apple Retail.

My name is Mark Huebsch. I am a junior studying Management 
Information Systems and Supply Chain Operations at the 
University of Minnesota, Carlson School of Management. My 
favorite part of CoMIS has been getting to meet and learn about 
some of the best MIS programs in the country, and now some 
from Canada. It is a lot of fun to meet the teams and see how 
our schools and curriculum are different. As the Vice Chair of 
CoMIS 2016, I am looking forward to a fun event this year with a 
few competition structure changes that will make it even more 
interesting. This summer I will work in the ERP Consulting area 
with RSM US.

Kristen Resmen, Chair

Mark Huebsch, Vice Chair

Competition Guides: Alex Arnold, Amber Weise, Ben Breidenbach, 
Cole Halligan, Jade Thorton, Luke Blatti, Medline Mantych, Raffy Maristela, 
Stephanie Shrider, Yuki Hirai



Organizing Committee, continued

My name is Bach Nguyen, a junior double major in Management 
Information Systems and Finance at the University of Minnesota. 
This is my second year on the CoMIS Planning Committee and 
I’m so excited for an amazing conference with teams participating 
from across America as well as Canada. Outside of school, I 
enjoy hiking in the summer months, cooking in my free time, and 
traveling during breaks. This summer, I’m heading to New York City 
for a Tax Management Consulting internship with Deloitte.

My name is Samantha Marlow and I’m graduating in May 2017 
with a degree in MIS and Finance. I enjoy being involved with 
CoMIS because it allows me to create an amazing experience for 
the community and collaborate with fellow students. At CoMIS, 
I’m excited to talk to students from other universities and learn 
about their respective IT experience through academia and 
the work force. Along with my academics, I am involved at the 
University’s radio station and advocate for student needs through 
the undergraduate government. I enjoy running marathons and 
reading. My business leader inspiration is Elon Musk, as I am 
passionate about sustainability and would love to work for Tesla.

My name is Sam and I’m a 2016 BSB candidate majoring in Finance 
and Management Information Systems. My past experiences 
includes investment banking at Greene Holcomb Fisher and Wells 
Fargo Securities. Currently I’m working in private equity at Stone 
Arch Capital and after graduation I am joining Perella Wienberg 
Partners in San Francisco. Last year I competed on the Carlson 
School of Management MIS case competition team in CoMIS 
and at APEX Business IT Challenge in Singapore. In my free time, 
I enjoy exploring the Minnesota outdoors, and cheering on my 
favorite hockey teams.

Bach Nguyen, Director of Technology

Sam Marlow, Director of Sponsorship

Sam Bagley, Director of Competition



Organizing Committee, continued

Hi guys my name is Riti Khandelwal and I am a sophomore here at 
the University of Minnesota studying MIS and Finance. I was born 
in Mumbai but have lived in Minnesota my whole life. If I am not 
at Carlson you can usually find me doing some Bollywood-Fusion 
dancing. My favorite part about Minnesota is definitely biking 
around the lakes in the summer. We’re so excited to have you all in 
Minneapolis!

My name is Olivia Kinney, I am a Sophomore studying MIS and 
Marketing. I got involved with CoMIS last year and really enjoyed 
escorting my team which labeled themselves as “the socially 
awkward team” because they were in-fact engineer students!  
Outside of CoMIS I am also heavily involved in my professional 
fraternity, Delta Sigma Pi, and enjoy exploring Minneapolis with my 
friends (I particularly love finding new coffee shops!) I hope you 
too find the fun in our great city!

I am a senior at the Carlson School of Management studying 
Accounting and International Business. Next year I am looking 
forward to continuing my education at Carlson as a student in 
the Master of Accountancy program and then moving back to my 
home state of Colorado in the fall of 2017 to begin my career at 
RSM. My favorite CoMIS memory was photographing the final 
awards dinner and I am looking forward to being part of all of 
the different events this year. Like all good Coloradans I enjoy 
being outside in my free time. I am most inspired by the business 
professionals who work tirelessly to improve the world around 
them.

Riti Khandelwal, Director of Conference

Olivia Kinney, Director of Internal Communication

Britta Mathiowetz, Director of Public Relations



Organizing Committee, continued

My name is Hanna Miyamoto, I am a senior studying MIS. This 
is my first year being involved with CoMIS and I am so excited 
to help plan such an awesome event. Outside of school I 
enjoy cooking and baking with friends and I have also been 
snowboarding this winter. Lately I have found a lot of inspiration in 
YouTubers because they have the courage to go outside of their 
comfort zone and pursue their passions. Besides CoMis, I am 
involved in the Japanese student group on campus. This summer I 
am excited to explore areas of Japan that I have never been able 
to visit. After traveling I will be starting a new adventure in San 
Francisco woking full time doing cybersecurity consulting.

Hanna Miyamoto, Director of Finance



Carlson School of Management
321 - 19th Avenue South  /  Minneapolis, MN 55455  /  comis.umn.edu




